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Listening Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
Wild weather
British people are famous for always talking about the weather, but there’s a good reason why we do. The British Isles are located in a place where two huge weather systems meet and, it often seems, do battle. Even so, strange things have been happening in recent years, as they have been in many other places around the world. There can’t be many people that haven’t been affected by weather that was hotter, wetter, drier or wilder than the weather they are used to. 
One weekend in May 2010, Nashville in the USA was expecting a few centimetres of rain. Two days later, 33 centimetres had fallen and eleven people had died in the resulting floods.

There’s been a change in the weather. Extreme events like the Nashville flood – described by officials as a once-in-a-millennium occurrence – are more frequent than before. Also in 2010, 28 centimetres of rain fell on Rio de Janeiro in 24 hours, causing mud slides that buried hundreds of people. And record rains in Pakistan led to flooding that affected more than 20 million people. The following year, floods in Thailand left factories near Bangkok under water, creating a worldwide shortage of computer hard drives. Meanwhile, severe droughts have affected Australia and East Africa. Deadly heat waves have hit Europe, leaving 35,000 people dead in 2003. Financial losses from such events jumped 25 percent to an estimated $150 billion worldwide in 2011.

What’s going on? Are these extreme events signals of a dangerous, human-made change in the Earth’s climate? Or are we just going through a natural run of bad luck? The short answer is: probably both. On the one hand, the most important influences on weather events are natural cycles in the climate. Two of the most famous weather cycles, El Niño and La Niña, originate in the Pacific Ocean and can affect weather patterns worldwide. But something else is happening too: the Earth is steadily getting warmer, with significantly more moisture in the atmosphere. The long-term accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is trapping heat and warming up the land, oceans and atmosphere. As the oceans warm up, they produce more water vapour and this, in turn, feeds big storms, such as hurricanes and typhoons. And yet, there are ways of dealing with the effects of such extreme events. After 2003, French cities set up air-conditioned shelters for use in heat waves. In the 2006 heat wave, the death rate was two-thirds lower.

‘We know that warming of the Earth’s surface is putting more moisture into the atmosphere. We’ve measured it. The satellites see it,’ says climatologist Jay Gulledge. Another scientist, Michael Oppenheimer, agrees. We need to face up to that reality, he says, and do the things we know can save lives and money.

Listening Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
Remember: you are not allowed to take notes at any time when the text is being read to you.
I. Listen to the text. Decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one.

1. Many people have been affected by weather.

2. The rainfall in Nashville in May 2010 caused very rare flooding.
3. Extreme weather events are less frequent than before.

4. Severe droughts have affected Australia and West Africa.
5. In 2011, 25 percent of financial losses were weather-related.
6. Scientists don’t know what causes extreme weather.
7. There’s more than one factor influencing our weather.
8. Moisture in the air is the key factor in the formation of storms.
9. It is impossible to deal with the effects of extreme weather events.
10. According to Michael Oppenheimer we can be better prepared for the effects of climate change.
II. Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. 

11. Why was the rain in Nashville considered to be an extreme event?
A There was very high rainfall over many days.
B The amount of rain was forecast in advance.
C There was very high rainfall in a very short time.
12. What caused deaths in Rio de Janeiro?
A people were trapped under soil.
B the intensity of the rain.
C extensive floods.
13. Which statement is NOT supported by information in the article?
A Extreme weather is influenced by human activity.
B Unusual weather events are part of natural weather cycles.
C Such extreme weather is too rare to be a result of climate change.
14. Why did fewer people die in France in the 2006 heat wave?
A There were better facilities provided.
B Fewer people were in city centres at the time.
C It wasn’t as severe as in 2003.
15. The article says that extreme weather events _____
A have an influence on the climate.

B kill more people than before.

C are part of a long-term change.

Reading Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
TEXT I

Read through the text. Decide if each of the 8 statements is true or false and mark one.

Hello, my name’s Joe Murphy. I’m a theatre director working in London.

I wanted to be an actor, er, when I was younger, and then at about 18 I realised I wasn’t really any good, I could just speak loudly, and actually as a teenager that’s such a rare thing that you get a load of, you know, am-dram parts when you’re younger. So I went to a thing called Year Out Drama Company – which are a gap year … you basically do a like a year of drama school, but in a really fun way to figure out if it’s the life for you. And my tutor, in a loving way I think, told me that I wasn’t really, necessarily, the greatest actor but that directing might be something that’s really interesting to me. So I went to uni, I did a drama degree, I got into directing, I directed about 12 shows across my three years there, did the Edinburgh Fringe Festival a few times, you know just really tried everything. And then I did a postgraduate degree in Directing, an MA.

Theatre is an incredibly collaborative art form, so if you don’t enjoy collaboration it’s not the place for you. And as you say there’s a balance between giving everyone a voice and trying to get the best out of your actors, your design team, your tech team, everybody. But also you have to lay down a very clear end point, a very clear vision, so that all of those efforts are all being directed in one place. Because the danger is that all the efforts go off in their own way, and you get the sort of, I suppose, design-by-committee version, which is sort of not one thing nor the other. So you have to strike a balance between being in charge but being confident, I suppose, in your authority to allow people to flourish and to do their best work. I always think that in some ways you’re like ... you're like a lucky member of the audience and that your job is to be the audience representative and hear all of the ideas from these amazing people and try and give them a sort of coherence and a unity that brings the play, the acting, the tech, the sound, the light, everything alive in one sort of aspect.

I think any time you direct Shakespeare there’s a real pressure, like, 'What are you going do with it?', er, or this idea that Shakespeare needs solving somehow, that you need to, you know, make it relevant or make it fit. And actually I think that – the guy’s a genius, you know he’s probably the best writer that ever lived and nothing needs fixing in there, nothing – but it’s so, so rich, there’s so much going on and he is so timeless in the fact that he can speak to you in the modern day; to people who are living in the middle of the 20th century; to people who are living in the 1600s; to whoever. So I think it’s more about finding what speaks to you in that play and what makes it relevant to you and your life and drawing that out. That’s what's exciting, I think, about directing Shakespeare.

I hope Mix the Play is a gateway for young directors, I hope it gives people the bug like I got the bug when I was younger and that they get really excited by the idea of choosing an actor, choosing a world, choosing music and seeing what all their decisions do and amount to and what it does to a scene. I’d love people to try a few different ways, with a few different actors and a few different worlds, and really mix things up, and what I’m hoping is that that inspires people to go out and want to do full productions and really get into Shakespeare, and really get to know him, and really get to see what they can bring to Shakespeare, and what their voice can add to his. That would be, yeah, the dream.

1. Joe works as a theatre director in London.
2. Joe found it difficult to get acting roles as a teenager.
3. Joe first thought about becoming a director during his gap year
4. Joe says there’s a danger that the final play is just based on one person’s vision.
5. The director’s role, he says, is to be like the writer.
6. Joe thinks it’s difficult to make Shakespeare relevant to modern audiences
7. He thinks the key with Shakespeare is finding the part that you identify with most.
8. Joe hopes that this project will get people into directing.
TEXT II

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question.
High on a hill above the village of Hohenschwangau in southwest Bavaria and overlooking the Alpine foothills is an enchanting fairytale castle. Newschwanstein Castle was built as a private retreat for the eccentric King Ludwig II of Bavaria in the late 19th century. It is one of Europe’s most visited tourist sites and it was the inspiration for the Sleeping Beauty castle of Disneyland.

Ludwig II was a very private person and he was also fascinated by the romantic tales and history of the medieval era, as well as being a huge fan of Richard Wagner’s operas. When he became King of Bavaria, he decided to build his own private refuge far from the pressures of royal life and to decorate his home with scenes from Wagner’s operas as a tribute to the great composer.

Neuschwanstein was built on the top of a cliff ridge in both neo-Gothic and Romanesque architectural styles, so the castle has various towers, turrets and balconies. The King himself had a lot of control over the design of the building and the decoration of the interior, right down to the smallest details. Unfortunately, he died before the interior of the castle was finished and, in the end, only fifteen rooms and halls of the two hundred that had been planned were ever completely decorated.

Each of the finished rooms is elaborately decorated with wood panels, painted walls and ceilings, massive chandeliers, and beautiful tapestries. The King’s love of poems and stories of medieval times is reflected in the murals and paintings that adorn the walls of the rooms. His bedroom walls are painted with a mural showing scenes from Tristan and Isolde, a famous tale from the 12th century and also an opera by Wagner. There are many images of swans throughout the rooms too. Swans not only appear in Wagner’s Lohengrin opera, but they are also the heraldic symbol of the knights of that part of Bavaria. You can see swans on everything from silk curtains to chair covers. There is even a flower vase and a water tap in the shapes of swans!

King Ludwig II spared no expense to build his dream castle. It took fourteen carpenters over four years to carve the woodwork in his bedroom alone. Perhaps the thing that makes the castle most fascinating is that it is so out of character for its place and time. Many people criticised the castle for its old-fashioned architecture, but the King didn’t care. He built himself a place where he could live surrounded by his beloved legends and be away from everyone else, in his own fairytale world.

Construction work on the castle was suddenly halted when the King died mysteriously in 1886. Only seven weeks later, Neuschwanstein opened as a museum in order to earn money to pay off the King’s immense debts from building the castle. Today, about 1.3 million people visit the castle annually and, ironically, the castle earns huge amounts of money for the local government.

9. Neuschwanstein is a castle _________
A from medieval times.

B that is described in a famous fairytale.

C that was home to a king.
D built in the 18th century.

10. The castle is decorated with images ________
A from Ludwig’s life.

B of people from history.

C of Richard Wagner.

D from opera scenes.

11. King Ludwig __________
A was a talented architect.

B decorated the castle rooms himself.

C lived in only 15 rooms of the castle.

D didn’t live to see the castle finished.

12. The swan motif is __________
A an old symbol for Bavarian knights.

B used in the story of Tristan and Isolde.

C on every water tap in the castle.

D only used on silk curtains.

13. According to the author, the castle is unusual because _________
A people didn’t like the architecture.

B it didn’t fit in with its period in history.

C it had so much woodwork.

D it is surrounded by legends.

14. In reacting to public’s opinion about the castle, the King was _________
A critical

B understanding

C indifferent

D concerned 

15. Why did the castle become a museum?

A because it was the King’s dying wish

B to repay the money spent on constructing it

C to give the public a chance to admire it

D because the local government demanded it

Writing Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.

1. Nowadays there are many ways to express your individuality. Many young people belong to Emo, punks, goths, trendies etc. What do you think of these young cultures? Do you belong to any of them? Is their look the reflection of their inner world or just a tribute to fashion? How do you personally express your individuality? 
2. Each person has his own individual definition of success. What do you believe a person needs to accomplish in order to be considered successful? Does someone need specific preparation or background in order to achieve success? What steps have you taken to ensure your own personal success?
3. Now, that independent testing is to be taken by everyone, do you think that the school curriculum must be limited to only the subjects tested? If so, how much will this affect the level of general students' knowledge and culture? If no, what other subjects do you believe are absolutely necessary to be taught at school?
